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Dear Parents
It’s been another busy week here at KC. We held our annual Open
Evening for prospective Year 7 students on Thursday night and it was
certainly a night to remember. We had the pleasure of sharing KC with
over 750 visitors and we were so proud to showcase our facilities and
demonstrate the commitment and passion of our students and staff
members. A couple of weeks ago I had said to Mrs Gant that we should
open the night with a choir performance. Despite the very short turn
around, the choir (consisting of students from all year groups and staff)
opened with their version of This Is Me from the Greatest Showman – a
deliberate choice which reflects our belief in developing individuals to be
the very best versions of themselves. It really was a stunning
performance and a great start to the night – as an aside, I was far more
nervous accompanying the choir than I was addressing the audience! We

were overwhelmed with the positive feedback we received from students
and parents on the evening, and were particularly proud of all the
comments about our commitment to artistic and athletic excellence, as
well as academic performance. One parent commented that this was the
best school they had been to in a country mile! We do of course realise
that an open evening does not afford parents the chance to see the school
running in its normal day to day business, so we always ensure we have
opportunities for parents and students to see KC in practice. We have an
Open Morning on Thursday 11th October, but any parent is always
welcome to come and see us at any point.
As part of our admissions process for students wishing to join us in
September 2019, we have our annual Aptitude Admissions test on
Saturday 13th October where we will be allocating 10% of our new Year 7
places for children with a particular aptitude in the visual or performing
arts. If you would like your son/daughter to be considered, please
complete and return the aptitude admissions form from the link
here: http://www.kingsthorpecollege.org.uk/secondary-admissionsseptember-2019
Wednesday evening saw the English faculty lead a Year 11 skills session
where a high number of students were involved in a workshop to help
develop their writing skills to help support them ready for the GCSE
exam next summer. I have been so impressed with the work ethic of our
Year 11 students since they returned to school following the summer
holidays – the maturity and dedication they are showing to their studies
really is impressive, and they are acting as superb role models for the rest
of the school.
Just a reminder that we have our first Year 11 Parents’ Evening on
Thursday 18th October where there will be the opportunity to speak with
subject specialists to discuss the progress of your son/daughter. Booking
can be made on line at
https://kingsthorpecollege.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ Letters will be
going out early next week. There will also be a parents’ revision session
led by members of the senior leadership team to go through some simple
strategies to help support your son/daughter during the build up to the
summer exam season. We have offered this session much earlier this
year as a result of feedback from parents of last year’s Year 11 – there will

be repeats of this session on offer throughout the academic year.
And finally in other Year 11 news, Louis Obasogie and Mary Morgan have
been nominated as representatives for the Northampton Youth Forum
2018/19. The Youth Forum is Northampton’s youth council. It is a townwide body consisting of representatives of young people who aim to speak
up on behalf of the young people of Northampton. This involves young
people in taking an active part in decision making about the lives of
young people in Northampton.
We were also delighted this week to find out that 2 of our Post 16
students have been offered scholarships by the London Institute of
Banking and Finance as a result of achieving the highest grade possible in
their Level 3 Financial Studies exam in the summer. Sean Andrews will
be visiting the College on Tuesday to present this prestigious award to
Elouise Brooks and Mohammed Ahmed.
Next week, Mr Wade and Miss Bennett will be at Kingsthorpe Library on
Tuesday from 1pm as we look to engage with the local community. It will
be a further opportunity to give us feedback as we look to promote our
ever-growing role within our local community. We will also use the
afternoon to share some of our ideas and promote some of the wonderful
events we have coming up. Please do drop by and say hello if you can.
Sadly, we had 2 bikes stolen from the bike racks outside the front of the
school on Tuesday. The police have been informed and they are
investigating. Can I please take this opportunity to remind all students to
lock their bikes within the internal school fence by PE to help keep them
safe and secure.
I wish you all a productive week.
Mrs Giovanelli
Headteacher

Nevermoor : The Trials of Morrigan Crow (BL
5.6)

Morrigan Crow is cursed. Having been born on
Eventide, the unluckiest day for any child to be
born, she's blamed for all local misfortunes, from
hailstorms to heart attacks - and, worst of all, the
curse means that Morrigan is doomed to die at
midnight on her eleventh birthday. But as Morrigan
awaits her fate, a strange and remarkable man
named Jupiter North appears. Chased by blacksmoke hounds and shadowy hunters on horseback,
he whisks her away into the safety of a secret, magical city called
Nevermoor. It's then that Morrigan discovers Jupiter has chosen her to
contend for a place in the city's most prestigious organisation: the
Wundrous Society.
In order to join, she must compete in four difficult and dangerous trials
against hundreds of other children, each boasting an extraordinary talent
that sets them apart - an extraordinary talent that Morrigan insists she
does not have. To stay in the safety of Nevermoor for good, Morrigan will
need to find a way to pass the tests - or she'll have to leave the city and
confront her deadly fate once and for all.
Perfect for fans of the Harry Potter series and His Dark Materials, this
series takes readers into an extraordinary world, setting hope and
imagination alive.

Our literacy challenge winner this week
is:
Taylor Parnell 7K.

The word of the week is…
“Inclination ” noun
Definition: A liking for or preference.

Try and use this word in a sentence this week. My sentence is,
She definitely had an inclination for computer science, she was really
good at it.

Year 7 students get ready for…….

What is BookBuzz?
This year the library is giving all of our Year 7 students the opportunity to
participate in the Bookbuzz reading programme. This scheme gives each
student the chance to choose a free book from the list of specially
selected titles (see below). Over the next two weeks, all of our Year 7
students will be asked to make their choice.
The programme is supported by the Book Trust and all of the books are
specially chosen to appeal to Year 7 readers. Its aim is to inspire
excitement about reading and allows students to discover new books and
authors. We have been introducing our students to the programme and
we would like to encourage all of our Year 7 parents to have a look at the
BookBuzz website. Here you will be able to find out about this year’s
titles, and other books that your child will enjoy. You will also find that it
is filled with competitions, quizzes and fun activities to encourage
reading at home. www.bookbuzz.org.uk

Our reading hero this week is Jezica Chambers – Year 7. Jezica has done
an amazing job on the programme since joining us in September. She
has read a very impressive 11 books with a word count of 673,675 words.
She is really enjoying books by Roald Dahl, Jacqueline Wilson and J.K.
Rowling. She has also been reading and taking quizzes in her own
time. Well done Jezica, what a fantastic start to the year.
We encourage parents and carers to check your son or daughter’s
planners on pages 32 and 33. These pages contain information about
what your child is reading, and they also have information about
students’ star reading test scores. Please encourage wider reading at
home - we recommend at least twenty minutes per day.

Knife Crime
Year 8 students on Monday received an assembly on understanding knife
crime and the implications of carrying a weapon. This was delivered by
the Youth Offending Service at Northamptonshire County Council and we
are one of the first schools in the County to receive this assembly. The
Youth Offending Service has provided the College with follow up
activities for the students to complete during our PSHE lessons. They
have additionally provided training for our team of tutors. Please see
additional information that you may be useful to you as a parent.

Unfortunately we have had two bikes stolen from the bike racks this
week. Police have been informed and are investigating. Can we please
remind all students that they must lock their bikes in the bike racks
within the school grounds. It is also important that a strong bike lock is
used to ensure it is secure.

Year 13 Personal Statements
& Interview Technique,
University of Nottingham
5thOctober
During periods 3 and 4 we had a session on personal statements from
Andrea Ranford from the University of Nottingham who provided us with
guidance on how to effectively write a personal statement and how to best
perform at interview.
We were provided with guidance on the structure of personal statements
including how they should be presented and what should and should not
be included in them. Andrea emphasised the importance of ensuring that
all applicants spend time doing their own research around the subject to
gain a better understanding of courses and modules that are available.
She also recommended that beyond our academic experiences, detail
should include any additional stand-out skills, qualities and experiences
that would allow us to stand out in the application.
The interview session provided the opportunity to understand what is
expected by students when they attend an interview and Andrea provided
plenty of guidance about things we should be doing and things we should
avoid. We also spent some time practicing parts of the interview.
Leaving the sessions with an information pack was useful as I will be
using this to help me with my personal statement and if needed, for when
I attend an interview.
Robbie Dascombe-Rouse (Year 13)
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Thursday 18th October - Year 11 Parents Evening / Year 11 & 13
Revision Session
Friday 19th October – School Closes
Monday 29th October – School Opens
Thursday 15th November - Year 9 parents evening
Thursday 29th November - Post 16 Open Evening
Monday 10th December - Year 11 Options Meetings
Thursday 13th December - Year 12/13 Parents Evening
Friday 21st December – School Closes

Key Contacts
Year7team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Rowbotham, Mr Wright, Mr Heffernan & Mr Hancock
Year8team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mrs Kinsella, Mrs Read & Mr Hartnett
Year9team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Hill, Mrs VanGeijlswijk & Mr MacDonald
Year10team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Smith, Mr Baron & Mr Wade
Year11team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk

Mrs Watts, Mrs Patel, Mrs Hayward-Pretty & Mrs Gant
sixthformteam@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Pomerantz, Ms Mahay, Mr Campbell & Mr Sim
attendance@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mrs Williams, Ms Vink & Mr Hancock
English
Learning Director: Mr Elliott– alan.elliott@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Baines
– ben.baines@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Maths
Learning Director: Ms Turner –
georgina.turner@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Gant
– rhiannon.gant@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Science
Learning Director: Ms Basar – ruhana.basar@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Hayward-Pretty – kate.haywardpretty@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Humanities
Learning Director: Ms McDermott
– elishia.mcdermott@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Sim – daniel.sim@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Modern Foreign Languages
Learning Director: Ms Sherred
– sarah.sherred@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Sim – daniel.sim@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
ICT and Business
Learning Director: Mr Anawka – eric.anawka@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Wade
– scott.wade@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk

Vocational
Learning Director: Mr Ingram
– david.ingram@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Sim – daniel.sim@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Visual Arts and Technology
Learning Director: Mr Jones – nigel.jones@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Baines
– ben.baines@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
PE and Performing Arts
Learning Director: Ms Newell
– victoria.newell@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Hartnett
– james.hartnett@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Special Educational Needs
Learning Director: Mr O’Leary
– david.o’leary@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Gant
– rhiannon.gant@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
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