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Kingsthorpe College 
Boughton Green Road 

Northampton 
NN2 7HR 

 
01604 716 106 

emma.maund@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk  

 
Dear parents/guardians, 
 
I am writing to inform you of the updates to the more able programme at Kingsthorpe College for the academic year 
2017-2018. Your child is currently considered as one of our more able students based on their prior attainment.  
 

Our aim at Kingsthorpe College is to provide appropriate support and challenge for our most able students in order 
for them to fulfil their potential. Part of this will involve some out of school trips to Universities and workshops at a 
range of institutions designed to challenge students beyond the curriculum; you will find out more information on 
these throughout the school year. I am sure that you will want to work together with us in supporting your child and 
the work that is undertaken at home is equally important as that undertaken in school; there are some suggestions 
of how you could help to support your child at home on pages 3 and 4 of this booklet. 
 
In addition to the work provided in lessons, at home and through school trips, we provide a wide range of super-
curricular lectures, workshops and activities which are outlined in this booklet. We would encourage students to 
attend as many of these activities as possible to extend their knowledge, understanding and engagement of subjects 
by learning about material beyond the curriculum. There is a full timetable of sessions taking place this academic 
year on pages 17-18 of this booklet; they are outlined in more detail in the pages that follow. Please indicate the 
sessions that your child would like to attend by placing ticks next to the appropriate sessions in the table on page 19 
and 20 of this booklet, removing this page and returning it to student services or Miss Maund as soon as possible. 
Some of the workshops have limited spaces and these will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further information about our more able programme, 
ƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ emma.maund@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Emma Maund 
Gifted and Talented Coordinator 
Lead Practitioner 
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How can you help your child at home? 
ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘΣ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻΣ ǘƻ ŀƳǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƻǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ bƻΣ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦέ 

φ Gustave Flaubert 
There are a number of suggested websites below which will help to stretch and challenge your child at home. They 
can use them to deepen their understanding in a particular subject area or to gain a broader knowledge about 
content outside of the curriculum.  
 
 

https://oxplore.org/  
Oxplore is an innovative new digital outreach portal from the 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ hȄŦƻǊŘΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƳŜ ƻŦ .ƛƎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ 
engage those from 11 to 18 years with debates and ideas that go 
beyond what is covered in the school classroom. Big questions 
tackle complex ideas across a wide range of subjects and draw on 
the latest research undertaken at Oxford. Oxplore aims to raise aspirations, promote broad thinking and stimulate 
intellectual curiosity. This website will be used as a basis of debating during KS3 tutor times.  
 
 

http://www.myheplus.com/  
Thinking about applying to University and looking for ways to explore your subject 
beyond the curriculum? Then this website is for you. Each topic is produced by 
Cambridge postgraduate students and academics at the cutting edge of research in 
their field. The topics provide guided activities, questions to think about and 
suggestions for further reading. 
The main subject pages also give you a quick guide to what it would be like to study 
the subject at university level and suggest some further resources to check out. Click 
on a subject icon or search all topics to get started! 

 
 
iTunes U 
Free podcasts, video lectures, and reading recommendations. 
Whole range of resources from leading universities (Oxford, Yale).  

 
 
YouTube 
Has its own educational channel - https://www.youtube.com/education   
 
 
 

 
Staircase 12: http://staircase12.univ.ox.ac.uk/ 
University College Oxford's online hub of resources for students aiming high at school and 
thinking about applying to top universities and has an absolute wealth of information and links to 
fantastic websites.  You could literally spend days visiting the links. Just click on the reading bank 
and the subject area and you will find lots of reviews on recommended books before you buy 
them.  
 
 

Online courses 
www.futurelearn.com is a website featuring online (free) courses set up by many of 
the top universities in the country.  They are feature rich and challenging, and a 
wonderful way to be able to stretch yourself academically (and not to mention hugely 
impress a university admissions tutor). 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1461.Gustave_Flaubert
https://oxplore.org/
http://www.myheplus.com/
https://www.youtube.com/education
http://staircase12.univ.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.futurelearn.com/
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TED 
Watch talks from a variety of experts of a wide range of issues.  
 
 
 
Newspapers 
Quality online newspapers like the Guardian will help develop your knowledge of world issues and politics. There are 
also a number of scientific magazines/journals/podcasts to widen your knowledge in STEM based subjects: 

 

¶ Nature http://www.nature.com/nature/index.html?foxtrotcallback=true  

¶ British Medical Journal http://www.bmj.com/  

¶ Any scientific articles in newspapers (e.g. the Guardian on Wednesday) 

¶ New Scientist: www.newscientist.com/   

¶ Scientific American Magazine: www.scientificamerican.com/  

¶ Chemistry World (you can sign up to this through the RSC) www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/ 

¶ RSC Journals: http://pubs.rsc.org/en/Journals?key=Title&value=Current 

¶ http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment - The BBC news page for Science and the 
Environment 

¶ http://www.nhm.ac.uk ς ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
material 

¶ http://royalsociety.org ς Podcasts, news and interviews with scientists about recent scientific developments 

¶ http://nobelprize.org ς Details of the history of the best scientific discoveries 

¶ Cambridge Science Podcasts: www.thenakedscientists.com/HTML/podcasts/   

¶ Oxford  Science Podcasts: http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/mathematical-physical-life-sciences-division   

¶ Oxford Science Blog: www.ox.ac.uk/media/science_blog/ 

 
Northampton University 
Students at Kingsthorpe College can become associate members of 
Northampton University free of charge, and are entitled to make use of 
many of their facilities and resources (including borrowing books).   

 
άwŜǾƛŜǿ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎέ 
Kingsthorpe College spends hundreds of pounds each year buying in academic magazines ς ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨtǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǾƛŜǿΩ ƻǊ Ψ.ƛƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǾƛŜǿΩΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ !-level students ς 
covering interesting topics and exam skills. Ask your teachers about these and they will be able to direct you towards 
them. 

            
 
Sixth form 
Purchase one of the books on the post 16 wider reading list for the subject that your child is most interested in. 
Encourage them to sign up to subject specific magazines and regularly check podcasts/websites. 

http://www.nature.com/nature/index.html?foxtrotcallback=true
http://www.bmj.com/
http://www.newscientist.com/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/
http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/Journals?key=Title&value=Current
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://royalsociety.org/
http://nobelprize.org/
http://www.thenakedscientists.com/HTML/podcasts/
http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/mathematical-physical-life-sciences-division
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/science_blog/
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¢ƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 

 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘǳǘƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ aŀǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Y{о 

ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ D/{9Φ Y{п ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ 

Ǉƻǎǘ мсΦ  

 

 

¸ŜŀǊ мн ŀƴŘ мо ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ¦/!{Σ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ DǊƻǳǇ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

ŦƻǊ hȄōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǳǎƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ  

 

 

¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘǳǘƻǊ ǝƳŜΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {оΥ 

 

²ŜŜƪ ! ²ŜŜƪ . 

aƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎ ²ŜŘǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎ CǊƛ aƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎ ²ŜŘǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎ CǊƛ 

¸ŜŀǊ т   ¸ŜŀǊ мм ¸ŜŀǊ мн ¸ŜŀǊ у  ¸ŜŀǊ мл ¸ŜŀǊ ф ¸ŜŀǊ мо 
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Tuesday  

3.00pm ð 4.00pm  

S2 

What is a CREST Award? 

/w9{¢ ƛǎ ŀ ¦Y ŀǿŀǊŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ   

! /w9{¢ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ-ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣ 

ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Bronze Award 

Year 7 and 8 

 

.ȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ /w9{¢ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !ǿŀǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΤ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅΣ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴ-ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ мл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ /w9{¢ .ǊƻƴȊŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ 5ƻŦ9 {ƪƛƭƭǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜ /w9{¢ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ϻт ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΤ ŀ 

ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǘŀǇǳƭǘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻŀƭƛŜ ƎƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀǘƘ ōƻƳōΦ  
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These events will take place throughout the year; in November, March and June and individual classes will be 
selected to take part.  
 
This is an online event where students will be able to meet and interact with real life scientists, engineers and 
medics. The interaction takes place as a text chat; students type questions to the scientists, engineers and medics 
and through an online forum they can respond. 
 
This gives students the opportunity to see the diverse range of careers out there for STEM based subjects and speak 
to people who have jobs in these fields. 
 
Last year two of our students; Joseph Mattock and Matthew Cotter were selected as student winners for asking the 
best questions to the scientists. These students won a certificate and a £20 amazon voucher.  
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Year 9 and 10 
 
The DofE is all about going the extra mile- gaining new skills, pushing yourself physically, helping others and 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ last a 
lifetime. The DofE award is offered from the beginning of year 9 for Bronze award and the beginning of year 10 for 
the silver award. Ideally you will need to have completed the bronze award in order to start the silver; however if 
you already have walking and camping experience, special consideration will be taken- speak to Miss Old for more 
information. 

 
 
aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǿŀǊŘ- pushing 
personal boundaries, gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and University applications. Activities for each DofE 
section take a minimum of one hour per week over a set period of time, depending on whether you are completing 
the bronze or silver award. Development and regular progress must be shown and all activities must be completed 
by the participants 25th birthday. 
 
The timescales for the bronze and silver award are given below:  

 

 
Bronze timescales: 

¶ Volunteering section: 3 months 

¶ Physical section: 3 months 

¶ Skills section: 3 months 

¶ Expedition section: 2 days/1 night 

¶ You also have to do 3 more months in one of the 
Volunteering, Physical or Skills sections. 
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Silver timescales: 
¶ Volunteering section: 6 months 

¶ Physical and Skills sections: One section for 6 months and 
the other section for 3 months 

¶ Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights 

¶ If you ŘƛŘƴΩǘ do Bronze, you must undertake a further 6 
months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the 
Physical or Skills sections. 

 
 
Some more information on each of the sections is included below: 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 

ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŦ9 ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ ς Kyle, Bronze and Silver Award 
holder 
Volunteering is all about making a difference ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ interested in animals or 
conservation? Or you might like to work with older people or raise money for a cause that means a lot to you? From 
teaching children cyber safety to starting a local recycling campaign, the Volunteering section of your DofE enables 
you to give your time to help others and change things for the better 

tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

άLǘ has been an experience that I have enjoyed immensely and that I will remember for the rest of my ƭƛŦŜΦέ ς
 Edward, Bronze Award holder 
 
The Physical section is a chance for you to focus on your health and fitness and have fun along the way. As long as 
you pick something that requires a sustained level of energy and physical activity, the possibilities are endless. 

Improve your football, rock climbing or dance skills or try a completely new sport or activity. Join a team or do it on 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ Ŧƛǘ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŦ9Σ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
100% and being the very best you can be. 

Skills 
άL ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ 5ƻŦ9 !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ Ƴȅ ƧƻōΦέ- Emmaline 
hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜΣ Bronze, Silver and Gold Award holder 
 
¢ƘŜ {ƪƛƭƭǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘΦ Maybe you want to get better at something you 
already do, like playing a musical instrument, or learn something for the very first time, like how to design a 
website? By developing practical and social skills and nurturing your personal interests and talenǘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōƻƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
self-esteem and your CV. 

9ȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴ 

άEver since my first taste of the outdoors I have become addictedΦέ ς Aswad Hamid, Gold Award holder 
 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛll truly stretch your horizons. 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǊǳŎƪǎŀŎƪ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 

wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 
ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŘƻŦŜΦƻǊƎκǿƘŀǘ-ƛǎ-ŘƻŦŜ  

http://www.dofe.org/casestudies/kyle-kinsella
http://www.dofe.org/casestudies/kyle-kinsella
https://www.dofe.org/what-is-dofe
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9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ vǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ό9tvύ 

¸ŜŀǊ мо 

This is a qualification that is available to year 13 students. It provides an opportunity for students to extend their 
abilities beyond the A-level syllabus, stand out and prepare for university or their future career. It can also be used 
to earn extra UCAS points.  

You are required, with appropriate supervision, to:  
ω choose an area of interest  
ω draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by Mr Pomerantz 
ω plan, research and carry out the project  
ω deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience  
ω provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment. 

 
As part of this; you will need to ensure that you:  
ω identify, design, plan and complete an individual project, applying a range of organisational skills and 

strategies to meet agreed objectives  
ω obtain, critically select and use information from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it relevantly and 

demonstrate understanding of any appropriate linkages, connections and complexities of the topic  
ω select and use a range of skills, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, to achieve 

planned outcomes  
ω evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use 

a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions in appropriate 
format. 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 

ƘǘǘǇΥκκŦƛƭŜǎǘƻǊŜΦŀǉŀΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎκ!v!-²-тффо-{t-мрΦt5C  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊ мм ƻǊ мнΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŀǊŜΥ 

мΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΚ 

нΦ Iƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƳȅƻǘǊƻǇƘƛŎ ƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǎŎƭŜǊƻǎƛǎΚ 

3. What is psychopathy in psychological and scientific terms? What causes someone to become a psychopath?  

4. Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŀǘƘ tŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎϥΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΦ  

5. The Impact of the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olympics on the Favelas located also in Rio de Janeiro.  

6. Have the UK government and World Health Organisation dealt with the recent Ebola Outbreak efficiently 

and does it still remain a threat?     

7. Can retail businesses survive without the use of digital marketing?  

8. How is architecture affected by the need to make buildings earthquakeπresistant?  

9. Is face blindness a genetic disorder?  

10. What effect does exercise have on child development?  

11. Is the widening income distribution gap as bad to society as it appears?  

12. What plausible explanations are there regarding the bee decline and how could this problem be resolved?  

13. To what extent is hydroelectricity the answer to meeting the European Union's renewable energy targets?  

14. Churchill called in 1946 for Europe to form a 'United States of Europe'. Examine the extent to which his 

dreams were realised.  

15. Why and how did the French Revolution affect contemporary women's fashion?    

16. Discuss whether children are born naughty or whether social factors cause dysfunctional behaviour in 

children.  

17. How have the leading French champagne brands adapted to the changing market in France over the last 50 

years?  

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-W-7993-SP-15.PDF
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18. Coco Chanel has been argued to be the most iconic and innovative designer of all time. In today's fashion 

industry does this continue to be true and should we still consider her contribution to fashion as the most 

iconic?    

19. What should we do to conserve coral reefs? What are the best conservation programmes for successful 

reintroduction to the wild?  

20. Evaluate how the modernπday treatment of both congenital and idiopathic scoliosis has developed over 

time, how effective the treatment is nowadays and how could it be improved.    

21. Is there such a thing as the Mozart Effect?  

22. aŀǎǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇǊƻǘŜƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǊƛǇǇŜŘΧ ƻǊ ǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦΚ  

23. Is democracy a key factor to positive attitudes towards homosexuality in Russia and the UK?  

24. Did the media representation of immigrants change British politics in the 2015 election?     

25. Translation, untranslatability and their relation to language, literature, culture and thought: an investigation 

through the translation of a new play.  

26. What makes up a person's individual identity?    

27. Discuss the benefits of Kangaroo Care in premature babies, especially in the first vital days to weeks.  

28. How are the philosophy and ethics of dying portrayed and explored in the novel Peter Pan/ The Boy who 

Wouldn't Grow Up/Peter and Wendy?  

29. Changes in social attitudes to female actors ('players') originating in the 17th Century and whether they have 

necessarily changed dramatically through time.     

30. Is the current economic growth sustainable?  

31. Have Disney Parks and Resorts been successful in developing their marketing strategy to coincide with 

current consumer/ target market demands?    

32. To what extent are the aging population making life harder for the upcoming generation.  

33. Why are some cancer cells resistant to chemotherapy?  

34. How can the UK prevent a repeat of the 2008 credit crunch?  

35. Is substance abuse a result of social problems (homelessness, poverty, alienation etc.) or do social problems 

arise due to substance abuse?  

36. To what extent are women limited in the sporting world and what is in place to overcome these barriers?  

37. How has the discovery of exoplanets affected the probability of there being life on other planets?  

38. What constitutes true literature, how is it influenced by the artist, and should only 'traditional' mediums be 

classified as literature?    

39. The language of time and space (how this link/mechanism varies between languages) and how this may 

influence thought and culture  

40. What will medicine look like in 50 years?  

41. Is the criminal justice system institutionally racist?  

42. Is Virtual Reality an important step for society?  

43. Can housing in the UK be sustainable and affordable?  

44. How do Musical Theatre composers including Schonberg, Sondheim and Schwartz use their opening and 

closing musical numbers to reflect and develop characters and themes? In response to your findings, 

compose the opening and closing numbers for your own piece of Musical Theatre.  

45. To what extent is the textiles industry in the UK sustainable of its treatment of workers in the western 

world?  

46. Will we be able to create a conscious artificial intelligence within the next 20 years? 

!ƴȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΧ 

LŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  

 



 12 

Y{рΥ ! ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ hȄōǊƛŘƎŜ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful Websites:  

¶ www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford?wssl=1  Ο 

¶ www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses?wssl=1  Ο 
¶ www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/ucas-application/writing-your-

personalstatement    Ο 

¶ www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/written-work?wssl=1  Ο 

¶ www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/interviews?wssl=1  Ο 

¶ www.cam.ac.uk/courses  Ο 

¶ www.cam.ac.uk/choosingacollege  Ο 

¶ www.cam.ac.uk/apply  Ο 

¶ www.cam.ac.uk/assessment  Ο 

¶ www.cam.ac.uk/interviews   Ο  

 Open Days 2017 
  

 There are also department open days held throughout the summer term ς please check their websites carefully Ο 

Ο 

UCAS Application Deadline 

¶ 15th October: any student considering Oxbridge needs to have completed their personal statement by mid 
September to allow the Director of Sixth Form to consider it carefully and suggest revisions where needed. 
This is also true for medicine, vetinary medicine and dentistry. 

Which subject shall I choose?  

¶ This is the key decision for you since Oxbridge make their decisions primarily on the basis of your 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛΦŜΦ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊΩ 

wider reading, interest in the subject, within and beyond syllabus remits. Ο 

¶ They will also request samples of your work, especially for arts and social science subjects. If you are serious 

about applying then you must give this serious consideration, complete reading and decide which work you 

will send. Obviously, it would be wise to discuss this with your subject teachers. Ο 

¶ In order to make your decision you will need to obtain information about the courses from the universities ς 

the courses offered by Oxbridge are often different to those offered by other universities and they will ask 

why their course appeals to you. It should also be possible to visit the faculty which is definitely advisable. 

 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford?wssl=1
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses?wssl=1
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/ucas-application/writing-your-personalstatement
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/ucas-application/writing-your-personalstatement
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/written-work?wssl=1
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/interviews?wssl=1
http://www.cam.ac.uk/courses
http://www.cam.ac.uk/choosingacollege
http://www.cam.ac.uk/apply
http://www.cam.ac.uk/assessment
http://www.cam.ac.uk/interviews
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Oxford or Cambridge? Which College? Ο 

    

¶ This decision should be made by your subject choice ς there are differences in all of the courses. Ο 

¶ LŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ 

Οfactors (i.e. what is the town like?). Ο 

¶ You will need to decide between applying for a college and making an open application. The Universities are 

Οkeen to promote open applications and insist that they do not prejudice an application. However, be 

careful Οas you may be allocated to a college that you do not wish to attend, especially if you are female! Ο 

¶ In order to make your decision ensure that you obtain university and college prospectuses and alternative 

Οprospectuses. You should also visit both cities and the colleges that you are interest you; both are close to 

ΟLondon and the organised school open days will only provide you with a limited perspective. Ο 

¶ The university admissions offices (OUAC/CUAC) may also be able to arrange a day shadowing an 

Οundergraduate ς contact them directly if you are interested in this ς they may pass you over to the schools 

liaison/target schools offices. Ο 

The Cambridge Application Process ς the Supplementary Application Questionnaire: Ο 

¶ Once you have submitted your UCAS application, you will be asked to complete the online SAQ form which 

you must return via e-mail. You will only be given a week to complete this so you should give it some 

thought before it comes - there is a guide to completion available here: 

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/saq Ο 

¶ You will be asked for additional information including unit results for AS/A level units already completed, 

and details of reading that you have completed to supplement your studies. Ο 

¶ There is the option of an additional personal statement which should be used to explain why the Cambridge 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ όƻǊ ΨǘǊƛǇƻǎΩ ŀǎ ǘhey call it) appeals to you. You do not have to fill this in (better not to than to do so 

badly) ς but it is an opportunity to help your application if you have got intelligent reasons for preferring the 

Cambridge course (based on research). You could also explain your college choice here but only do so if you 

have a particularly good reason (general flattery is pointless). Ο 

¶ Remember that this form will be used by tutors at interview ς it is an opportunity to exert some control over 

the topics that come up, which could be valuable, but you will be expected to be relatively confident in 

discussing the information you provide (books etc.ύΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

have not read ς ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊŜ 

woefully transparent. Ο 

The Cambridge Application Process ςsubmission of written work: Ο 

¶ For many courses, you need to send in written work as part of your application (usually before the end of 

October); you should check which courses will demand this by looking here: 


