Kingsthorpe
College

More Able
Super Curricutar Activities




Kingsthorpe College
Boughton Green Road
Northampton
NN2 7HR

01604 716 106
emma.maund@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk

Dear parents/guardians,

I am writing to inform you othe updates to themore able programme at Kingsthorpe Collefm the academic year
2017-2018 Yourchild is curretly considered as one of our moadle studentdased on their prior attainment.

Our aim at Kingsthorpe College is to provide appropriate support and challenge for our most able students in order
for them to fulfil their potential. Part athis will involve some out of schoaol trips to Universities and workshops at a
range of institutions designed to challenge students beyond the currigwomwill find out more information on

these throughout the school yearam sure that you will warid work together with us in supporting your child and

the work that is undertaken at home is equally impottas that undertaken in school; there are some suggestions

of how you could help to support your child at home on pages 3 and 4 of this booklet.

In addition to the work provided in lessons, at home and through school trips, we provide a wide range of super
curricular lectures, workshops and activities which are outlined in this booklet. We would encourage students to
attend as many of these actiigs as possible to extend their knowledge, understanding and engagement of subjects
by learning about material beyond the curriculuithere is a full timetable of sessions taking place this anade

year on pages 118 of this booklet; they are outlined imore detail in the pages that followlease indicate the
sessions that your child would like to attend by placing ticks next to the appropriate sessions in the tpated®

and 200of this booklet, removing this page and returning it to student sewior Miss Maund as soon as possible.
Some of the workshops have limited spaces and these will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you requing famther information about our more ablgrogramme
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Yours sincerely,

Emma Maund

Gifted and Talented Coordinator
Lead Practitione
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How can you help your child at home?
G452 y2i NBFIRZI a OKAfRNBY R2X (2 | YdzaS &@2dz2NBSf FX 2N
2NRSNJ G2 fAQSdé

¢ Gustave Flaubert
There are a number of suggested websites below which will help to stretch and challenge your child at home. They
can use them to deepen their understanding in a particular subject area or to gain a broader knowledge about
content outside dthe curriculum.

https://oxplore.org/

Oxplore is an innovative new digital outreach portal from the i

' VAGSNBRAGE 2F hEF2NRO ! a G K< ox Ezya
engage those from 11 to 18 years with debates mieés that go

beyond what is covered in the school classroom. Big question: ®

tackle complex ideas across a wide range of subjects and draw on

the latest research undertaken at Oxford. Oxplore aims to raise aspirations, promote broad thinking and stimulate
intellectual curiosity. This website will be used as a basis of debating during KS3 tutor times.

Home of Big Questions

http://www.myheplus.com/

Thinking about applying to University and looking for ways to explore your subject
beyond the curriculum? Then this website is for you. Each topic is produced by
Cambridge postgraduate students and academics at the cutting edge of research in
their field. The topics provide guided activities, questions to think about and
suggestions fofurther reading.

The main subject pages also give you a quick guide to what it would be like to study
the subject at university level and suggest some further resources to check out. Click
on a subject icon or search all topics to get started!

iTunes U
Free podcasts, video lectureamd readingecommendations.
Whole range of resources from leading universities (Oxford, Yale)

iTunes U

YouTube
Has its own educational channéittps://www.youtube.com/education

A
You

STAIRCASE

Staircase 12http://staircasel2.univ.ox.ac.uk/ 12

University College Oxford's online hub of resources for students aiming high at school and

thinking about applying to top universitiesd has ambsolute wealth of information and links to umvsasnvcal&ge
fantastic websites. You could literally spend days visiting the liiss click on the reading bank
and the subject area and you will find lots of reviews on recommended books before you buy
them.

OXFORD

Onlinecourses
www.futurelearn.comis a website featuring online (free) courses set up by many |of

F t the top universities in the country. They are feature rich and challenging, and a

u u re wonderful way to be able to stretch woself academically (and not to mention hugely

impress a university admissions tutor).
Learn
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%?ch talks from a variety of experts of a wide range of issues. TEDTal kS
EDUCATION
Newspapers

Quiality online newspapers like the Guardian will help develop your knowledgertf issues and politics. There are
also a number of scientific magazifjesrnals/podcastgo widen your knowledge in STEM based subjects:

Naturehttp://www.nature.com/nature/index.html?foxtrotcallback=true
British Medical Journdittp://www.bmj.com/

Any scientific articles in newspapeesd.the Guardian on Wednesday)
New Scientistwww.newscientist.com/

Scientific American Magazineww.scientificamerican.com/
Chemistry World (you can sign up to this through the R&8@.rsc.org/chemistryworld/
RSC Journalkttp://pubs.rsc.org/en/Journals?key=Title&value=Current

http:/imwww.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environmeniThe BBC news page for Science and the

Environment

http:/mww.nhm.ac.uk¢¢ KS [ 2y R2Yy bl GdzNI £ | Aad2NR adzaSdzyQa ¢4
material

http://royalsociety.orgq Podcasts, news and interviews with scientists about recent scientific developments
http://nobelprize.orgcg Details of the history of the best scientific discoveries

Cambridge Science Podcastsvw.thenakedscientists.com/HTML/podcasts/

Oxford Sciece Podcastsittp://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/mathematicgbhysicallife-sciencealivision

Oxford Science Blogmww.ox.ac.uk/media/science_blog/

Northampton University
'g THE UNIVERSITY OF Students at Kingsthorpe College can become associate members of
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NORTH AMPTON Northampton University free of charge, and are entitled to make use of

many of their facilities and resources (including borrowing books).

GwS@PASs &I 3IAILTAyYySa

Kingsthorpe College spends hueds of pounds each year buying in academic magaziges f f SR Wt 48 OK 2
WSOASHEQ 2N W. A2f238 wS@PASEQr SGO0P ¢KSe -ldvelSuddntl At | 0 f
covering interesting topics and exam skifisk your teachers abothese and they will be abl® direct you towards

them.

A-level business st b N

Business lrei

Fashio;i, flights
and differentiation

Comparing strategies &
for staying competitive

Could you use :

all

4
in an exam?
Applying texts from

outside your specs

Sixth form
Purchase one of the books on the post 16 wider reading list for the subject that your child is most interested in.
Encourage them to sign up subject specific magazines and regularly ctpmkcasts/websites.


http://www.nature.com/nature/index.html?foxtrotcallback=true
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http://www.scientificamerican.com/
http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/Journals?key=Title&value=Current
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http://nobelprize.org/
http://www.thenakedscientists.com/HTML/podcasts/
http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/mathematical-physical-life-sciences-division
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/science_blog/

¢KS K2y 2dzNE 3I NP dzLJa

¢KS KAIKSAG 0DSA SIBMIRB YN ATt 0SS AYPBAGSR G2 ¢ KS SY{Ro
INR dzL) 6A 02 FROAMNI @y 0SS | OGAGAGASEAT RSN i ANGESHOBANNISLYISI
AdzZLIL2 NG 2y NBOA&A2Yy (GSOKyAljdSa FyR GAYSGlIofSas O2YY
LI2&ad mc o

N vl
OVER THE WO

® Pin o o 9 570 04
— .-. n FY s "ﬂ LAY

N

i

»

5 S Q, \ .
. ,*';\\.\ \L'\_‘.‘w

Do you have to be British to live in " "Doesa god exist?
Britain?
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S 2 - CREST

What is a CREST Awar e;wards
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Bronze Award

Year 7 and 8
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These events will take place throughout the year; in November, March and June and individual classes will be
selected to take part.

This is an online event where students will be able to meet and interact with real life scientists, engineers and
medics.The interaction takes place as a text chat; students type questions tecibatists, engineers and medics
and through an online forum they can respond.

This gives students the opportunity to see the diverse range of careers out there for STEM basetd anidj speak
to people who have jobs in these fields.

Last year two of our students; Joseph Mattock and Matthew Cotter were selected as student winners for asking the
best questions to the scientists. These students won a certificate and a £20 anuaxdbex

March June
Event Event November
Event
? war :.im mm? ov (273
Scientists selected Scientists selected Scientists selected
Lo take part Lo take part Lo take part
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EDINBURGH’S AWARD

Year 9 and 10

The DofE is all about going the extra mgaining new skills, pushing yourself physically, helping others and

SELX 2NAYy3 yS6 GSNNAG2NASad i GKS &IFYS (AYSEsta 2 dzQf €
lifetime. The DofE award is offered from the beginning of year 9 for Bronze award and the beginning of year 10 for
the silver award. Ideally you will need to have completed the bronze award in order to start the silver; however if
you already have alking and camping experience, special consideration will be tapeak to Miss Old for more
information.

arAfftAzzya 2F @2dzy3a LIS2LX S Ay GKS 'Y KIF@S | f NBEpwRRng il |
personal boundaries, gainimgew skills and enhancing their CVs and University applications. Activities for each DofE
section take a minimum of one hour per week over a set period of time, depending on whether you are completing
the bronze or silver award. Development and regular pesg must be shown and all activities must be completed

by the participants 25 birthday.

The timescales for the bronze and silver award are given below:

Bronzetimescales:
Volunteering section: 3 months

Physical section: 3 months
Skills section: &onths
Expedition section: 2 days/1 night

Youalsohaveto do 3 moremonthsin oneof the
Volunteering Physicabr Skillssections.




Silvertimescales:
Volunteering section: 6 months

Physical and Skills sections: One section for 6 months a
the othersection for 3 months

Expedition section: 3 days/2 nights

If youR A Rdy Bxdnzeyoumustundertakea further 6
monthsin eitherthe Volunteeringor the longerof the
Physicabr Skillssections.

Some more information on each of the sectionsduded below:
+2f dzy G SSNA y 3
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holder

Volunteering is all abouhaking a differencé 2 2 (i K SNJ LJS 2 LJ S QiaterdsteddrSaaimalstorS NK | LJa
conservation? Or yomight like to work with older people or raiseoney for a cause that means a lot to ydadm
teaching children cyber safety to startingocal recyling campaign, the Volunteerirsgction of your DofE enables

you to give youtime to help others and change things for thetter

t KEAAOL

& lhasbeenan experiencehat | haveenjoyedimmenselyandthat | will rememberfor therestofmyf A € S d ¢
Edward Bronze Award holder

The Physical section is a chance for you to focus on your health and fithess and have fun along the way. As long a:
you pick something that requires a sustained level of energy and physical activity, the possibilities a®. endle

Improve your football, rock climbing or dance skills or try
@2dzNJ 246y ® | 2dz R2y QiU KI @8 A
100% andeing the very best you can be.

completely new sport or activity. Join a team or do it on
g 4
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Skills
A dGNYzZ @ o0StASPS GKFEG Yé 52F9 ! g NRa KBrmbaliBeR YS 3l AY
h Q ¢ 2BdnZ8 Silverand GoldAwardholder
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already do, like playing a musical instrument, or learn something for the very first time, like how to design a
website?By developing practical and social skills and nurturing your personal interests andl talgn & 2 dzQf t 0
selfesteem and your CV.

9EILISRAa2Y

OEversincemy first taste of the outdoorsl havebecomeaddictedp € Aswad Hamid, Goldward holder
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http://www.dofe.org/casestudies/kyle-kinsella
http://www.dofe.org/casestudies/kyle-kinsella
https://www.dofe.org/what-is-dofe
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This is a qualification that is available to year 13 studdnfgovides an opportunity for students to extend their
abilities beyondhe Adlevel syllabus, stand out and prepare for university or their future career. It can also be used
to earn extra UCAS points.

Youare required, with appropriate supervision, to:

choose an area of interest

draft a title and aims of the project for fimal approval byMr Pomerantz

plan, research and carry out the project

deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience

provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.

gegegege

As part of this; you will need to ensure thaiu:

w identify, design, plan and complete an individual project, applying a range of organisational skills and
strategies to meet agreed objectives

w obtain, critically select and use information from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it relemdntly a
demonstrate understanding of any appropriate linkages, connections and complexities of the topic

w select and use a range of skills, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, to achieve
planned outcomes

w evaluate outcomes botin relation to agreed objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use
a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions in appropriate
format.

2dz Oy FTAYR 2dzi Y2NB AYyTF2NXI GA2Yy | 62dz2i GKA& FG GKS
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3. What is psychopathy in psychological and scientific terms? What causes someone to become a psychopath

4, We¢KS 5SHGK tSylFfdge Fa Aa LN OQGAOSR Ay &a2YS ! YSNX&

5. The Impact of the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olymgpitthe Favelas located also in Rio de Janeiro.

6. Havethe UK government and World Health Organisation dealt with the recent Ebola Outbreak efficiently

and does it still remain a threat?

Can retail businesses survive without the use of digital marketing?

How is architecture affected by the need to make buildings earthqmekistant?

9. Is face blindness a genetic disorder?

10. What effect does exercise have on child development?

11. Is the widerng income distribution gap as bad to society as it appears?

12. What plausible explanations are there regarding the bee decline and how could this problem be resolved?

13. To what extent is hydroelectricity the answer to meeting the European Union's renewadrigyetargets?

14. Churchill called in 1946 for Europe to form a 'United States of Europe'. Examine the extent to which his
dreams were realised.

15. Why and how did the French Revolution affect contemporary women's fashion?

16. Discuss whether children are bonaughty or whether social factors cause dysfunctional behaviour in
children.

17. How have the leading French champagne brands adapted to the changing market in France over the last 5(
years?

© N
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http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-W-7993-SP-15.PDF

18. Coco Chanel has been argued to be the most iconic and innovasignee of all time. In today's fashion
industry does this continue to be true and should we still consider her contribution to fashion as the most
iconic?

19. What should we do to conserve coral reefs? What are the best conservation programmes for sliccessfu
reintroduction to the wild?

20. Evaluate how the modemlay treatment of both congenital and idiopathic scoliosis has developed over
time, how effective the treatment is nowadays and how could it be improved.

21. Is there such a thing as the Mozart Effect?

22.alaa YIN] SO LINRPGSAY adzli SySyiday DSGGAYy3I @2dz NRL

23. Is democracy a key factor to positive attitudes towards homosexuality in Russia and the UK?

24. Did the media representation of immigrants change British politics in the 2015 election?

25. Translation, untranslatability and their relation to language, literature, culture and thought: an investigation
through the translation of a new play.

26. What makes up a person's individual identity?

27. Discuss the benefits of Kangaroo Care in prematureesakispecially in the first vital days to weeks.

28. How are the philosophy and ethics of dying portrayed and explored in the novel Peter Pan/ The Boy who
Wouldn't Grow Up/Peter and Wendy?

29. Changes in social attitudes to female actors (‘players’) originatitige 17th Century and whether they have
necessarily changed dramatically through time.

30. Is the current economic growth sustainable?

31. Have Disney Parks and Resorts been successful in developing their marketing strategy to coincide with
current consume target market demands?

32. To what extent are the aging population making life harder for the upcoming generation.

33. Why are some cancer cells resistant to chemotherapy?

34. How can the UK prevent a repeat of the 2008 credit crunch?

35. Is substance abuse a result of social problems (homelessness, poverty, aliea)ion do social problems
arise due to substance abuse?

36. To what extent are women limited in the sporting world and what is in place to overcome these barriers?

37. How has tle discovery of exoplanets affected the probability of there being life on other planets?

38. What constitutes true literature, how is it influenced by the artist, and should only 'traditional' mediums be
classified as literature?

39. The language of time angace (how this link/mechanism varies between languages) and how this may
influence thought and culture

40. What will medicine look like in 50 years?

41. Is the criminal justice system institutionally racist?

42. 1s Virtual Reality an important step for society?

43. Ca housing in the UK be sustainable and affordable?

44. How do Musical Theatre composers including Schonberg, Sondheim and Schwartz use their opening and
closing musical numbers to reflect and develop characters and themes? In response to your findings,
compo® the opening and closing numbers for your own piece of Musical Theatre.

45. To what extent is the textiles industry in the UK sustainable of its treatment of workers in the western
world?

46. Will we be able to create a conscious artificial intelligence witiennext 20 years?
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Useful Websites:

1 www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applyiaroxford?wssl=10
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses?wss1
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applyitgroxford/ucasapplication/writing-your-
personalstatement O
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applytaroxford/written-work?wssl=10
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applytgroxford/interviews?wssl=10
www.cam.ac.uk/course®©

www.cam.ac.uk/choosingacolleg®

www.cam.ac.uk/applyO

www.cam.ac.uk/assessmer®

www.cam.ac.uk/interviewsO

= =4
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Open Days 2017

There are also department open days held throughout th@ammer termg please check theivebsites carefullyD

o

UCAS Application Deadline

f 15" Octobe: any student considering Oxbridge needs to have completed their personal statémarit
September to allow the Director of Sixth Form to consider it carefullysagdest revisions where needed.
This is also true for medicine, vetinary medicine and dentistry.

Which subject shall | choose?

1 This is the key decision for you since Oxleidgake their decisions primarily on the basis of your
O2YYAUGYSyld (G2 @2dzNJ adzo2SOld ¢KS& gAatt glyd G2 | 2
wider reading, interest in the subject, within and beyond syllabus re@its.

1 They will also requet samples of your work, especially for arts and social science subjects. If you are serious
about applying then you must give this serious consideration, complete reading and decide which work you
will send. Obviously, it would be wise to dissuhis wih your subject teacher©

1 In order to make your decision you will need to obtain information about the courses from the univetsities
the courses offered by Oxbridge are often different to those offered by other universities and they will ask
why their @urse appeals to you. It should also be possible to visit the faculty which is definitely advisable.

12
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http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/interviews?wssl=1
http://www.cam.ac.uk/courses
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Oxford or Cambridge? Which Colleg®?

1 This decision should be made by your subject choitere are differences in all of the coursé€.

9 LT O2dzNES RATFSNBYyOSa R2 y2i RSUSNNYAYS @2dzNJ RSOA
(actors (i.e. what is the town likeZp

1 You will need to decide between applying for a college and making an open application. The Univegsities a
Ckeen to promote open applications and insist that they do not prejudice an application. However, be
carefulCas you may be allocated to a college that you do not wish to attend, especially if you are f@male!

1 In order to make your decision ensure that you obtain university and college prospectuses and alternative
orospectuses. You should also visit both cities and the colleges that you are interest you; both are close to
QLondon and the organised school opeayd will only provide you with a limited perspectie.

1 The university admissions offices (OUAC/CUAC) may also be able to arrange a day shadowing an
Qundergraduateg contact them directly if you are interested in tigshey may pass you over to the scheol
liaison/target schools office©

The Cambridge Application Processhe Supplementary Application Questionnair®

1 Once you have submitted your UCAS application, you will be asked to complete the online SAQ form which
you must return via amail. You wl only be given a week to complete this so you should give it some
thought before it comesthere is a guide to completion available here:
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/s&

1 You will be asked for additional information including uegults for AS/A level units already completed,
and details of reading that you have completed to supplement your stu@ies.

f There is the option of an additional personal statement which should be used to explain why the Cambridge
O2 dzZNAE S 0 2 Ny cHllitNdppgersiiayoul: You do not have to fill this in (better not to than to do so
badly)¢ but it is an opportunity to help your application if you have got intelligent reasons for preferring the
Cambridge course (based on research). You couldeafdain your college choice here but only do so if you
have a particularly good reason (general flattery is pointle€3s).

1 Remember that this form will be used by tutors at interviewis an opportunity to exert some control over
the topics that come up, which could be valuable, but you will be expected to be relatively confident in
discussing the information you provideogiksetcv ® 52y Qi YI 1S GKS YAaidl 1S 2
havenotreacc@ 2dz gAff 06S Fa]1SR lo2dzi AG yR NBLI ASaAE (K
woefully transparentO

The Cambridge Application Processubmission of written work:O

! For many courses, you need to send in written work as part of your application (usually before the end of
October); you should check which courses will demand this by looking here:
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